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March 14, 2020 

 

Dear MOC-Floyd Valley Families:   

As always, thank you for your partnership in serving and educating children. We wanted to take a 
moment to update you on the latest information regarding our response to the COVID-19 situation 
developing across our state and nation. As you know, this is all very fluid and things are changing rapidly. 
This update will give you a current state as of Saturday, March 14, 2020. We anticipate additional 
updates as the situation develops.  
 
We have been, are, and will continue to stay abreast of guidelines and recommendations coming from 
the Centers for Disease Control, the Iowa Department of Public Health, Community Health Partners and 
the Iowa Department of Education. We are committed to following their lead.   
 
At this time, the state has not recommended school closures. They have, however issued guidance for 
schools focused mainly on reducing the chance of exposure and spread. At MOC-Floyd Valley, we are 
implementing measures that align with these guidelines. They include: 
 
Travel  
All MOC-Floyd Valley staff, students, and families who have traveled or are planning to travel within – 
and/or outside – the United States should review the information provided by the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC). 

• Upon return from travel within the United States, parents/guardians and staff members should 
be observant of symptoms including fever, respiratory distress (severe cases), extreme cough, 
sore throat, or extreme runny nose.  Students may return to school during the self-observation 
period assuming there are no symptoms.  However, if you or your child develop symptoms, self-
isolation is recommended until you or your child receives direction from your health care 
provider.  If you or your child do experience the above symptoms, please call your health care 
provider before presenting to the ER, clinic or walk-in clinics.  
 

• Upon return from travel outside of the United States:  
o If travel was to a sustained or widespread (ongoing) community spread country, Level 2 

or 3 country:  
▪ Students and staff are required to stay home and limit interactions with others 

for 14 days.  
▪ Students and staff should contact public health officials for further assessment 

and monitoring.  

• Any absences due to self-isolation will be considered excused absences.  

• Until further notice, school field trips will be postponed.   
o For previously planned trips (Middle School trip to Washington, D.C./New York City and 

High School Choir trip to Minneapolis), sponsors are working with travel companies and 
destination venues to determine options for trip participants.  We will provide you with 
more information as it is available. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
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Access to District Facilities  
While it is inconvenient and uncomfortable to postpone events, initiate social distancing strategies, and 
implement self-isolation measures, these public health interventions are proven to slow the spread of 
disease and, in turn, save lives. MOC-Floyd Valley Schools will be taking additional steps to protect the 
health and safety of students, staff, and residents by suspending all non-essential visitors and activities 
until further notice.  
 
This will include:  

1. Visitor access to MOC-Floyd Valley facilities will be limited.  

a. Parents/Guardians will have restricted building access except for pick-up/drop-off 
routines.  

b. Lunch with students will be suspended until further notice.  

2. Volunteers, school-based mentors, and others will halt service and/or use of MOC-Floyd Valley 
facilities.  

3. Athletic competitions and fine arts performances/concerts in MOC-Floyd Valley facilities will be 
postponed.  

a. School-sponsored athletic, fine arts, and co-curricular practices and/or student 
meetings will continue as regularly scheduled.  

4. Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held as scheduled, but will be conducted via phone.  TK-8 
teachers will contact parents during the scheduled conference times.  High school teachers will 
be contacting parents via phone and will be available for calls as well.   

5. Community events to be held in MOC-Floyd Valley facilities will be postponed.  

a. Club-sports, community-based recreation practices, and/or fine arts rehearsals and 
performances will be postponed until further notice.  

 

Disinfecting 
We are working to increase our normal efforts in the area of sanitization of our facilities and equipment, 
along with an intensified focus on personal hygiene efforts among students and staff.  
 
This will include: 

• Increasing access to hand sanitizer with containers in each classroom. We will ask students to 
regularly use sanitizer on a schedule appropriate to each building. 

• Providing sanitizing wipes or disinfecting materials to each classroom. These will be used to 
perform regular cleaning of common surfaces such as countertops and desks. 

• Increasing the timeliness of disinfecting frequently touched surfaces like door handles and 
bathroom fixtures.  We are also disinfecting buses daily. 

• Providing wipes specifically designed for use on technology devices that will be available to 
students and staff for cleaning and disinfecting their devices. We are asking students to avoid 
sharing devices as well. 
 

Preventing the Spread of Virus 
Finally, you play a vital role in helping to prevent the spread of viruses. These steps may sound simple, 
but, according to the public health experts, they are tried-and-true measures for all of us to take. 
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They include: 
• Cover your mouth with your upper arm or a tissue when coughing or sneezing 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with your hands. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
• Stay home if any flu-type symptoms present themselves. 

 
Anxiety 
The uncertainty of this situation is disconcerting for everyone.  As a staff, we are trying to maintain as 
much normalcy as possible, speaking optimistically, and reassuring students.  The National Association 
of School Psychologists has provided this resource for parents on how to talk with your children about 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus).    
 
Future Plans 
While we work to protect the health and safety of our students, we are also planning how to best serve 
students' academic needs in the event of school closure.  At this time, we are focusing on how we can 
deliver appropriate lessons and reduce the potential of learning loss.  We thank you for your 
understanding and assistance as we move through this difficult and ever-changing situation. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Russ Adams 

 
Russ Adams 
Superintendent 
 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource

